
Building Safety Month Training Series 

Question & Answer Session with a Panel of Mason’s Building and Compliance 
Stakeholders

Stakeholders: GMU Facilities, Contractors, & Registered Design Professionals

Office of University Building Official (OUBO)



OUBO  Staff

Review Engineers

Justin Biller, P.E.
Fire Protection Plan Review Engineer
Phone: 571-545-0252
Email: jbiller@gmu.edu

Charles “Chip” Wise, P.E.
Civil/Structural Plan Review Engineer
Phone: 571-545-0255
Email: cwise8@gmu.edu

Administration

David M. Kidd, P.E.
University Building Official
Email: dkidd7@gmu.edu

Donna Martinez-Vallejos
Permit Administrator
Phone: 703-993-6070
Email: dmartinb@gmu.edu

Kevin Kline, P.E.
Electrical Plan Review Engineer
Phone:  571-545-0253
Email: kkline7@gmu.edu

Ethan Scholl, P.E.
Mechanical Plan Review Engineer
Phone:  571-545-0254
Email: escholl4@gmu.edu



Agenda
Question & Answer Session with a Panel of Mason’s 

Building and Compliance Stakeholders

OUBO: HECO13.1ubo Document Introduction & Review

Risk, Safety, Resilience (RSR): Fire & Safety Inspections & Testing

Land Development: PALD e-Builder process

Planning, Design, & Construction (PDC): Organization Overview

Facilities IT: Support Request Webpage
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HECO-13.1ubo Introduction & Review

• Developed from the existing HECO-13.1 Certificate of Completion by A/E or 
Project Manager

• References the HECO-13.1b Final Report of Structural & Special Inspections
and the revised HECO-13.3b AE Checklist for Beneficial Occupancy formally 
the HECO-13.3b Checklist for Beneficial Occupancy submitted by A/E of 
record.

• The HECO-13.1ubo will also include (if required) the Testing & Air Balancing 
(TAB) report, Virginia Energy Conservation & Environmental Standards 
(VEES) documentation, and the ASHRAE 110 Test for Fume Hoods and 
Verification submitted by A/E record.
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• NFPA 13 Test Certificate Form(s) and the NFPA 72 Record of Completion 
Form (if required) submitted by the General Contractor.

• Roofing Inspector's Final Report (if required) submitted by GMU CFR or 
Project Manager
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Office of University Building Official – Office of the University Building Official (gmu.edu)

https://oubo.gmu.edu/
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TAB REPORT
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NFPA Test Certificate Forms
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NFPA 72 Record of Completion Form
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Roofing Inspectors Final Report
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David Farris
Risk, Safety, & Resilience
29 May 2024



Risk, Safety, & Resilience OverviewEmergency 

Management & Fire 

Safety

Employee Health & 

Well-Being

Environmental 

Health & Safety

Operational Risk 

Management

Enterprise Risk 

Management

Prepares the campus 

community for potential 

emergency and manages 

the response operations. 

Inspects and maintains fire 

and life safety systems. 

Offers medical services to 

Mason employees 

(vaccines, travel 

consultation, physicals) 

and  manages the 

institution Medical 

Surveillance Program. 

Manages laboratory safety, 

occupational safety, and 

environmental compliance 

programs. Offers training, 

conducts inspections, and 

supports university 

research. 

Administers the state Risk 

Management Plan, 

manages the Accident and 

Incident Program, Driver 

Safety Program, and 

university insurance plans 

and procedures

Identifies threats and 

opportunities that affect 

the achievement of the 

University’s mission and 

strategic objectives and 

develops plans/solutions to 

address challenges



Fire Safety Systems Inspections/Testing

Documented in Mason’s Fire 
Safety Plan

• Fire alarm system

• Sprinkler system 

• Fire pumps 

• Backflow preventers

• Standpipes

• Fire and Roll-up Doors

• Kitchen hood systems



Safety Inspections

• Occupant issues:

o Blocked egress 

o Storage

o Obstructed sprinkler heads

o Improper wiring

o Appliances 

• Damage to life safety systems

• Missing fire extinguishers

• Post Occupancy walk through

• Building orientation tours for First Responders



Safety Concerns During Construction & 
Renovation

Outside of construction areas

• Crane lifts/swings

• Environmental impacts

• Impacts community/pedestrian/employee/student safety

• Impact on university operations

Accident & Incident Investigations

• Involving Mason employees, students, or visitors

• OSHA reportable incidents

• Assist third parties as necessary to conduct internal/external investigations



Large Events

• Assistance with occupancy calculations

• Ingress and egress safety

• Help stakeholders comply with OUBO, HECO, 
EHS, and University standards, procedures, 
and policies

• Crowd Manager and Fire Safety Training

• Identification of required permits

• Observed fire safety issues



Asbestos and Lead

EHS Conducts Inspections, 
Testing, and/or Sampling

• Small projects performed by 
Mason employees

• Small projects that require a 
contractor (e.g., pulling cable, 
installing fixtures, or repairs) that 
are not part of a larger 
renovation/construction project.

• Examples - floor in office suite, 
telecom installation, light fixture 
repair.  

Project/Contractor Conducts  
Testing and/or Sampling

• Renovation or construction projects 
performed by contractors

• Examples – projects that required 
demolition, space renovations, 
building system upgrades. 



Consultation

• Initial investigation into potential lead or asbestos issues

• Understand potential impacts on campus operations

• Scheduling projects and engaging stakeholders

• Review designs and project plans

• Assess safety risks

• Required training

• Emergency response planning



Questions
David Farris

dfarris@gmu.edu

(571) 233-0000

rsr.gmu.edu

mailto:dfarris@gmu.edu


LAND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
PALD PROCESS OVERVIEW

By Zhongyan Xu/Brenda Claudio

May 29, 2024

OUBO Safety Month
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Alex Iszard
Facilities: Planning, 
Design, & Construction
29 May 2024



Planning, Design, & Construction (PDC)
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Facilities IT

GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY 35IT Support for Facilities Staff – Facilities (gmu.edu)

https://facilities.gmu.edu/support/
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QUESTIONS?

Learn More at OUBO.GMU.EDU
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https://www2.gmu.edu/

